nd trace-horses always stood by to help heavy loads up the hill. On one
Qgggr’ai)le occasion in 1899, 31710 less than 22 horses spent four hours hauling a giant
i he top.

boﬂe%iz tGothii—style offices for the Local Board which once stood on the eastern corner
of Steyne Road (after Bank House was demolished), were taken over by other firms
when the Council moved to Winchester Street in 1910, but disappeared when the
junction was widened in the Thirties. On the opposite corner stgnd§ the bland grey block
of the 1972 police station — the most recent in a series on the site since Acton joined the
new Metropolitan Police area in 1829, and watchmen ceased to patrol the town.

Moving on up the hill, you pass Acton Hill Church, built by the Me’ghochsts in
1907, and since 1976 shared by the United Reformed Churcb. Itison the site of another
large Victorian house, The Oaks. The original 1857 chapel is still standing around the
corner in Gunnersbury Lane. The lane itself was widened in 1906, resulting in some
drastic changes to the two pubs which had stood side-by-side on the far corner for the 1a)st
century — the Pineapple was demolished, and the Red Lloq (purveyors of Mr. Turner’s
Chiswick Ales) rebuilt and set further back. Mr. Turner later joined for;es with John
Fuller and Henry Smith to create the well-known brewery of Fuller, ’Srmth & Turner
who, in a nostalgic moment in 1981, incorporated the old Pm'eappk s name into that Qf
the Red Lion. The White Lion pub across the way, meanwhile, still retains the name it

ras given when first built ¢.1520. .

e %eyond the Red Lion/Pineapple is the London Transport bps garage — admittedly
not one of Acton’s most attractive landmarks, but not without significance. If you peer
through the peeling paint on the walls you should be able to make out the words
‘London United Tramways Limited’ and, high on the frpnt of the depot, a plaqtie
marks the opening of the building in 1895. Acton had public transport as early as 1764
when the ‘Acton Machine’ made a two-hour round trip every Sa;urday from the George
to Oxford Street. By 1825, short-stage coaches were making four journeys a.day from
Acton to the City; and the London General Omnibus Company was running horse-
buses from Acton Vale to London Bridge by 1856. The first trams madg their appearance
in 1874, but only covered The Vale/Shepherds Bush area until the service was taken over
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by London United Tramways in 1895, and extended to the White Hart on Acton Hill.

The Acton and Chiswick Gazette wrote an enthusiastic report about the new
service, commenting on the trams ‘built in the most up-to-date style’, and the ‘splendid
lot of young Irish horses’ which worked the cars. The paper was to get equally excited on
the 10th July, 1901 when LUTs electric tram service was formally inaugurated, and flags
flew all along the new extension “from Acton, across Ealing Common to Ealing, on to
Hanwell and then through almost open country to Southall’. Stirring times indeed . . .
but before you’re tempted to get carried away by one of the modern buses plying the same
route, gird your loins for the last lap of this walk!

Cross over the Uxbridge Road and continue westwards until you come to the large
gateposts on the right-hand side of Twyford Crescent. Behind them lies The Elms —
the main block of which was built in the 1720’s, shortly before it was sold to Sir Joseph
Ayloffe, Keeper of the Record Office for George II. The single-storey wings were added
some time after 1750 when the house was bought by Samuel Wegg — a lawyer, very active
in parish affairs and well-known for his charity to less wealthy Actonians. He later moved
to Bank House, which his wife had inherited, and died there in 1802. The Elms was let
to various private tenants in Victorian times (the most noted being James Shoolbred,
owner of the large Tottenham Court Road stores), and much of the 169-acre estate had
been sold for building by the end of the century. Several extensions have been added to
the house since it was taken over by Twyford High School in 1961.

The public gardens beside Twyford Crescent were built in 1903 over two large
ponds, which had earlier been drained by popular request because of the unhealthy smell
they exuded. You'll find an entrance to the gardens on the Uxbridge Road, and emerge
in Twyford Avenue — once an old and winding trackway leading across The Elms
estate to Masons Green Lane and West Twyford. During the 17th century, it was known
as Mill Lane (from the windmill that stood in the grounds of the precursor to The Elms);
but had become Green Lane by the time Samuel Wegg straightened out the worst of its
bends in 1759. In his memory it was called Wegg Avenue for a time, but in 1901 the road
was widened, built up, and given its present name.

That year also saw the demolition of East Lodge, which stood on the southern side
of the Uxbridge Road, facing Twyford Avenue. The house was one of three built by John
Winter on land he acquired from Benjamin Lethieullier in 1795 — the others being
Heathfield Lodge in Gunnersbury Lane, and West Lodge, the only survivor, further
along the Uxbridge Road. On Winter’s death in 1843, Heathfield and East Lodge were
added to the Rothschild’s Gunnersbury Park estate and leased out. Elizabeth Beauchamp
lived at East Lodge in the early 1880’s, prior to becoming Countess von Arnim and the
author of a popular book of autobiographical sketches, Elizabeth and Her German
Garden’. Interestingly enough (well, I think so anyway!), she later married John, the 2nd
Earl Russell, whose ancestors went all the way back to that 16th century John Russell,
Earl of Bedford, who was once master of all you survey.

And that just about brings us to the end of this walk. If you carry on through the
western half of the public gardens, you will come out into Hale Gardens — named after
Sir Matthew Hale, Lord Chief Justice of England during the reign of Charles I, who lived
in Acton for several years before his death in 1676, and was a close friend and neighbour
of Richard Baxter. Turn down to the Uxbridge Road and, on the far side, tucked away
between West Lodge Avenue and the Tudor-style Grosvenor Court flats, you will see the
slate roof of John Winter’s West Lodge — now used as the offices of Acton Housing
Association. You have now reached the western boundary of Acton which, until early
this century, was marked by Fordhook Bridge carrying the Uxbridge Road over Bollo
Brook. This stream (now piped) rises near Masons Green and flows south under today’s
Bollo Lane to join Stamford Brook and the Thames in Hammersmith. The name means

‘bull hollow’.
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