
The Estate Builders 
 
The 19th Century 

 

With the arrival of the District Railway to Ealing in 1879 and the opening of the Ealing Common Station in the same 

year, the area became “Ripe for Development” 

    

It was at this time that The Trustees of the Round Family who owned all the land in the conservation area, started 

plans for the development of their Estate including the road layouts. 

 

The first building agreement was dated the 18th March 1881 between the Trustees and Mr Frederick Elija Betts Secrett 

a builder with local experience – The agreement was to build houses on the original route of Hangar Lane many 

fronting the Common. Some of these houses are still standing, although 8 were demolished for the Doubletree Hotel 

and further 4 for the proposed road widening of the North Circular. 

 

In May 1884 a second agreement was signed with Mr Secrett to develop Freeland Road and later that year an 

agreement was entered into to develop 34 and 35 Inglis Road with a Mr Charles Crapper. The two roads were named 

after Trustees of the Round family estate in Ealing and Acton. 

 

In 1890 Mr Secrett started building numbers 36 – 44 Inglis Road and in 1893 Mr A.E. Bailey started the development 

of the remaining houses – numbers 4 to 8 and 10 to 33 Inglis Road. 

 

Towards the end of the century the last houses were built on the west side of the District Railway line and plans were 

drawn up to develop the rest of the estate to the east of the railway. Starting at the Uxbridge Road end with land on 

Birch Grove sold Freehold to Mr Harris in 1899 with a few houses built and occupied by 1901 with the remainder of 

his section up to Layer Gardens before 1905.  Birch Grove was named after Birch Hall, an Estate acquired by James 

Round in 1724, James was a publisher and master of the Stationers Company. 

 

The 20th Century 

 

In 1900 plots on either side of Creffield Road, from the railway line to the parish boundary were sold freehold with 

covenants to Mr William Daley, a local builder who had built much of the Argyle Area of Ealing. The Road was 

named after Tamar Creffield another relative of the Round family. 

 

In 1902 agreements were signed with Mr Arthur George Seddon Lyford to develop the houses in Hale Gardens, 

named by the council after Bishop Hale and with Mr William Daley to develop 1 - 89 Twyford Avenue, formerly 

called Wegg Avenue, but renamed by the Trustees.  

 

In 1903 building agreements were signed with a Mr William Ackers to build on Chatsworth Gardens and a Mr 

Alexander Phillips to build on Buxton Gardens; the latter perhaps named after a distant relative of the Round family 

 

At the beginning of 1904 Mr A. G. S. Lyford agreed to build the houses on Stanway, named after a village in Essex.  

Mr Davis of Hume and Davis to build on Buxton and Chatsworth Gardens. 

 

In 1905 Harold Stephen Cove started building 101 – 119 Twyford Avenue and a Mr Robert Hunt entered into an 

agreement for numbers 56 – 70 Chatsworth Gardens. 

In September 1905 William Daley signed an agreement to build Layer Gardens, named after another village in Essex 

and the top end of Birch Grove (43 to 56) and 39 to 80 Creffield Road. 

 

In 1906 agreements were signed with Robert Hunt to build the last 4 houses in Chatsworth and Buxton Gardens and 

for Hume and Davis to build numbers 34 to 44 Lexden Gardens. 

 

In 1907, Mr C Lucas Peppiatt signed a building agreement to build on numbers 2 to 14 Barlow Road. 

 

In December 1908 William Daley started building on the remainder of the conservation area; Western Gardens, 

Oakley Avenue and Montague Gardens. 

  

 

  



Building leases     

  
   

  

1881 
  

Hangar Lane F.E.B. Secrett, building agreement 18th March 1881 

  
   

  

1884 1 - 19 2 - 20 Freeland Road F.E.B. Secrett, building agreement 30th May 1884 

1884 34 35 Inglis Road Built by Charles Crapper, building agreement 27th Oct  1884 

  
   

  

1890 36 44 Inglis Road F.E.B. Secrett, building agreement 19th May 1890 

  
   

  

1893 4 - 8 10 - 33 Inglis Road A. E. Bailey, building agreement 30th December 1893 

  
   

  

1902 1 29 Hale Gardens Arthur George Seddon Lyford building agreement 25th Sept 1902 

  1 33 Twyford Avenue William Daley under building agreement 27th Jan 1902 

  35 89 Twyford Avenue William Daley under building agreement 15th Sep 1902 

  
   

  

1903 2 38 Buxton Gardens Alexander Phillips, building Agreement 6th may 1903 

  
25 - 
51 

36 - 
54 Chatsworth Gardens William Akers - building agreement 15 Jan 1903 

  
   

  

1904 1 15 Stanway Gardens Arthur George Seddon Lyford building agreement 24th Jan 1904 

  5 27 Buxton Gardens Thomas B Davis, transferred to Hume & Davis B. Agree. 25 Sept 1905 

  
 

31 Buxton Gardens Henry Ford building agreement 18th May 1904 

  53 71 Chatsworth Gardens Hume and Dennis building agreement 10th September 1904 

  
   

  

1905 101 119 Twyford Avenue Harold Stephen Cove  under building agreement 20th Jan 1905 

  56 70 Chatsworth Gardens Robert Hunt building agreement 8th April 1905 

  91 99 Twyford Avenue  William Daley under building agreement 12th Sept 1905 

  1-11  2-12 Layer Gardens  William Daley under building agreement 12th Sept 1905 

  43 - 49 48 - 56 Birch Grove  William Daley under building agreement 12th Sept 1905 

  39 77 Creffield Road  William Daley under building agreement 12th Sept 1905 

  48 80 Creffield Road  William Daley under building agreement 12th Sept 1905 

  
   

  

1906 33 35 Buxton Gardens Robert Hunt building agreement 22 Jan 1906 

  72 74 Chatsworth Gardens Robert Hunt building agreement 22 Jan 1906 

  34 44 Lexden Gardens Hume and Davis building agreement 16th Jun 1906 

  
   

  

1907 2 14 Barlow Road C Lucas Peppiatt and Co building agreement  11th May 1907 

  
   

  

1908 32-50 1 - 41 Western Gardens  William Daley under building agreement 4th December 1908 

  2 32 Oakley Avenue  William Daley under building agreement 4th December 1908 

  1-13 2-16 Montague Gardens  William Daley under building agreement 4th December 1908 

          

 

 

 


